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From the President 

125thAnniversary of Coolgardie and the birth of the Eastern Goldfields 

The story of the discovery of Coolgardie by Arthur Bayley and William Ford in 1892 is 
well documented.  Their discovery made 125 years ago put the area to the east of 
Southern Cross, (the ‘Hampton Plains’ and what was loosely referred to as the 
‘Eastern Districts’) firmly on the map. 

This discovery added volatile fuel to the existing recent gold discoveries in the State 
and started off the last great gold rush in Australia.  While there have been many 
‘rushes’ and discoveries since that time, it is true to say that none have captured the 
attention of so many as the unfolding richness of the Eastern Goldfields did in those 
first few years.   

Marking this historic anniversary is not only a chance to celebrate an occasion that 
created such wealth and growth for Western Australia – it is also a chance to 
showcase our heritage as being important to us as a community and to help pass on 
these values to our children and newer community members – and indeed, to the 
rest of the country. 

Bayley and Ford may not have had such a grand vision when they set off into the 
sparsely travelled country east of Southern Cross.  But the consequences of their 
discovery were felt around the world. 

Coolgardie was the fuse that led to a flood of discoveries in the Eastern Goldfields, 
including that of Flanagan, Hannan and Shea at Kalgoorlie, shortly followed by the 
uncovering of the fabulous Golden Mile in 1893.  

Next year marks the 125th anniversary of Golden Mile discovery which has 
underpinned the success of the Goldfields (and our fortunes have fluctuated with its 
ups and downs).   

We have so many stories to tell and much to be thankful for! 

W Scott Wilson, President 
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Hobson, 

62 

Kingsway, 

Nedlands 

6009 

 

Dear Sue, 

 

Your book 

“Cast Iron 

Pillar Boxes 

of Western 

Australia” 

arrived in 

the post 

today. 

 

What a 

superb 

publication, 

so 

beautifully 

presented 

and 

researched. 

It does 

make 

terrific 

reading, 

wonderful 

to see 

goldfields 

region so 

well 

represented.   

 

Thank you 

for donating 

your book 

to the 

Society, 
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Library News 

Many members may not be aware that the EGHS 
Library contains over 1,000 items, mainly books and 
booklets, but also many CDs and DVDs. 

Shelving categories are: Australia, Western Australia, 
Eastern Goldfields, Mining, Biographies, Fiction and 
Reference.   Our Reference section is ‘not for loan’, 
but can be used at the Society.  This section is greatly 
utilized by our Research team.  There are also notes 
of historical interest by Harry Ware, June O’Brien, 
Tess Thomson, Margaret Bull and others.   

In the Biography section, there are many family 
histories of Goldfields people, compiled and donated 
by family members.    Some of these include Alice 
Cummins, whose family owned the Kalgoorlie and 
Merredin Breweries; the Wood, Mitchell and Lawson 
families; the Toy family; Jack Sonsee’s memories of 
Brownhill; the story of the Montgomery Brothers and 
many more. 

Our Eastern Goldfields section includes books with 
stories of the early prospectors, their hardships, luck 
and lack of luck, books about Kunnanalling, Kanowna, 
Bulong, Brownhill and other now deserted 
settlements. 

The Library also contains a large collection of 
documents, covering many categories, including 
People, Places, and Subjects. 

Not many members borrow items, with only twelve 
items borrowed in total for this year.   

We would like to invite you to spend some time in 
the EGHS Library.  Please feel welcome to borrow, 
research, or just browse; every day that we work in 
the Library, we learn something new and interesting. 

Jan Lamont, Librarian 

Events at the Society 

The EGHS is very pleased to have started the 
digitization of the vast collection of images 
(negatives, photographs and photograph albums) in 
the collection. 

The negatives range from late 19th century until more 
recent times, before digital imaging became 
commonplace.  Some wonderful images have been 
found, including many lovely studio wedding 
portraits and more informal family and group 
settings. 

 

 

Claire Weir, photographer, is the team leader in this 
project.  She is working with Debbie Whiting and 
Carol Volker.  Claire has also been training volunteers 
in the process, so that in the new financial year, the 
project can continue, albeit in a more modest way. 

Coolgardie Trip 

A small group of Society’s members and friends 
participated in a very interesting trip to Coolgardie 
and environs on 9 April 2017. 

After a stop at the Pitman and Walsh memorial, the 
group stopped at The Gorge outside Coolgardie for 
morning tea.  They then proceeded to the Museum 
and Warden Finnerty’s Residence, which is now 
owned and managed by the National Trust.  The 
group then had lunch in the park in Coolgardie, 
where our Executive Officer promptly fell asleep in 
the sun! 

 

 

On the return journey to Kalgoorlie-Boulder the 
group stopped at Kurrawang Aboriginal Christian 
Community, where they were hosted by Aubrey 
Lynch and his daughter Denise.  Mr Lynch spoke 
about growing up at the Mount Margaret 

J J Dwyer MG GN 326 Smart Set Charity Ball 1907-08-10 

An unusual display of toothbrushes at the 
Coolgardie Museum 
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Community, near Leonora, his first job at Gwalia and 
about his life in general. 

It was a stimulating day, enjoyed by all who 
participated.  Thank you to Bev Quartermaine for her 
co-ordination of the day. 

There are more activities planned for the second half 
of the year.  Information will be shared in the coming 
weeks. 

 

 

Volunteering at the Old Boulder Power Station 

Are you interested in learning new skills and 
contributing to the preservation of local and Eastern 
Goldfields history?   

The Historical Society is looking for Volunteers to 
help with historical research, photographic 
digitisation, writing stories and collections 
documentation.  The normal volunteer commitment 
is once a week, a week-day morning or afternoon.  
All training and support is provided. 

Contact the Executive Officer on 9093 3360 or 
eo@kalgoorliehistory.org.au if you are interested, 
but not quite sure what is involved  

Volunteer Feature 

Who are the volunteers who work so diligently and 
contribute many hours (in total nearly 3,000 hours 
already this financial year) to the Society? 

This newsletter’s focus Volunteer is Diana Stockdale.  
Di is the go-to person for research requests.  She has 
an extensive knowledge of Eastern Goldfields history, 
people and places, garnered from research requests 
and her time as Librarian for the Society. 

She has a long association with the Society, since 
participating in Society outings as a child with her 
parents.  Her father was Chris Woods, a Life Member 

of the Eastern Goldfields Historical Society.  One of 
the Society trip highlight as a child was going to the 
Golden Ridge mine site to install some memorials.  As 
a child, she found this an exciting adventure. 

Di’s formal association with the Society began in 
2003, when she and her husband Lindsay (also a 
volunteer and Committee member) attended the 
regional conference organized by the Royal Western 
Australian Historical Society. This coincided with the 
centenary commemorations for the opening of the 
Mount Charlotte reservoir.   

Following the conference, Di became the Librarian 
and kept the Society open on Wednesday mornings.  
There were few requests or visitors to begin with, so 
she spent her time reading books from the library 
and looking at photographs. 

It was her brainwave that led to KCGM running their 
free bus tours from Society premises on Boulder 
Market days.  This venture is an outstanding success 
and continues through to this year and beyond. 

Di has had many highpoints at the Society over the 
years, but one of the one’s that stands out for her, is 
when she undertook research for a lady who thought 
her father had a ‘little gold mine’ somewhere around 
Kalgoorlie.  It turned out her father was the mine 
manager of Mount Charlotte; he instigated the Stock 
Exchange of Kalgoorlie and was a committee member 
of the Kalgoorlie Racing Club.  His daughter knew 
none of these details, and was absolutely thrilled to 
find out about her father. 

Di and Lindsay are about to go on an epic adventure 
around Australia for over nine months.  As she 
contemplates her time up to now at the Society, Di 
would love to see the next generation participating in 
the Society’s activities and joining the Committee.  Di 
thinks that even if individuals or family members are 
not recognized for big and famous deeds, everyone 
has an interesting story to tell. 

 

 

Bev Quartermaine and friend at the Coolgardie Museum 

A happy Di Stockdale even when 
wielding a broom! 

mailto:eo@kalgoorliehistory.org.au
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Did you know? 

In the last newsletter we asked if anyone knew what 
a ‘nimble bob customer’ was.  In her research Diana 
Stockdale found reference to a substantial meal for a 
‘bob’ (one shilling in pre-decimal currency); perhaps 
this is the meaning of ‘nimble bob customer’. 

New Website 

After many months of hard work, content 
development, image collection and editing, the new 
website for the Eastern Goldfields Historical Society is 
now ‘live’. 

 

The development of the new website was made 
possible through a grant from the Goldfields-
Esperance Community Development Community 
Chest Fund and the dedicated work of Committee 
Member Anne Skinner, Helen Kenny and her team at 
Design Sense in Burt Street, Boulder and the 
knowledge of Society volunteers. 

The new website will have an on-line purchasing 
facility via PayPal.  Stories and images can be 
uploaded as they are developed, along with news and 
events. 

A huge thank you is extended to EGHS member Joan 
Gray for revamping and regularly updating our 
previous website. 

Have a look at >www.kalgoorliehistory.org.au<  

Collection Focus 

From the Honorary Curator, John Rees 

Two photos came up for accession, which required 
further research.  One was of a group of eight 
soldiers in uniform, posed in a desert scene in rows.  
W J Thornton writes on the back, explaining it is his 
only group photo, noting the positions of two in 
particular who are “characters” and “there (sic) not a 
bad lots of chaps”. 

 

The second is a postcard of his company in life 
jackets. On the back is written “This photo was taken 
at CENSORED on the CENSORED 1940”. The address is 
“Wx6644, W J Thornton, 3rd Reinforcements, AIF, 
Abroad” so he had some idea of secrecy.  

I typed War records into an internet search engine, 
which brought up Canberra war records. He was 
easily found as William Joseph Thornton of Boulder 
who enlisted at Northam and was given a Greek 
Commemorative Medal (this medal was awarded to 
allied troops who served in North Africa, the South 
Aegean Sea and Italy during World War II). 

Thornton’s last address was Miranda, Sydney, so he 
may not have returned to Boulder.  It's possible he 
may be related to Ned Thornton the well-known 
Kalgoorlie ultra-long distance runner, now deceased. 

A 21st Birthday – of sorts 

It is 21 years, on 16 June, since the Eastern Goldfields 
Historical Society moved into the old Boulder 
Municipal Power Station.  

The Foundation Stone for the Boulder Power Station 
was laid in August 1939 by the Mayor of Boulder 
Walter F Coath and the Station was officially opened 
on 18 April 1940 by the Premier of Western Australia, 
Philip Collier.  Electricity in the new plant was 
generated with diesel engines, replacing the previous 
plant located in Piesse Street, Boulder which 
originally had generators linked to steam engines.  (In 
1923, two motor generators were added to the 
Piesse Street plant, with power also bought from 
Kalgoorlie Electric Power and Lighting Corporation.) 

Boulder Power Station closed in 1966, remaining 
closed until it became the new home of the Eastern 
Goldfields Historical Society Inc, as can be seen in this 
front page news story in the Kalgoorlie Miner on 15 
June 1996. 
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The building style, known as Inter-War Art Deco, is 
unusual for Boulder, and because of that is 
considered quite rare for the district. The Art Deco 
style emphasizes the cleanness and efficiency of a 
power station. 

 

 

 

16 June 1946 

Another significant event on 16 June was the first 
meeting of the Eastern Goldfields Branch of the Royal 
Western Australian Historical Society.  The well 
attended inaugural meeting was held at the 
Kalgoorlie Town Hall, with an article in the Kalgoorlie 
Miner the following week stating “Encouragement 
should be given to the newly formed branch of the 
Royal WA Historical Society.” 

The first paper “The Rescue of Modesto Varischetti” 
was read by Mr C M Harris, and was the first of many 
hundreds of historical papers written by members to 
record events of local historical importance and 
interest. 

A history of the first sixty years of the Eastern 
Goldfields Historical Society can be found in Forty 
Years of History of the EGHS 1946-1986 by June 

Dawson, and EGHS 1986-2006, An addendum to June 
Dawson’s Forty Years of History of the EGHS 1946-
1986 by Tess Thomson, both available at the EGHS 
Library. 

Annual General Meeting 

The Annual General Meeting of the Eastern 
Goldfields Historical Society Inc will be held on 
Wednesday 16th August 2017. 

At the meeting all Executive and Committee positions 
will be declared vacant and nominations received for 
the position of President, Vice President, Treasurer 
and Secretary, and Committee members.  Honorary 
positions of Curator, Librarian, Research & 
Photographic Coordinator and Social Functions 
Coordinator can be filled from the Committee (they 
do not need to be elected). 

Are you interested in becoming more involved in the 
Eastern Goldfields Historical Society?  You are invited 
to consider nominating for a Committee or Executive 
position.  Nominations forms will be sent out before 
the AGM.  

In the meantime, please contact Executive Officer 
Lucia Pichler to discuss your interest and find out 
more about being a Committee member. 

Diary Dates 

21 June 2017 – General Meeting starts at 7pm, 
followed by an illustrated talk by Executive Officer 
Lucia Pichler, who will talk about working in Timor 
Leste (East Timor) and Mongolia – refreshments will 
be available 

16 July 2017 – Boulder Market Day, Society premises 
open 8.30am to 12 midday, free KCGM bus tours 
hourly (wear covered shoes, longs sleeves and long 
pants), and free Boulder Town Hall tour at 11am 

19 July 2017 – General Meeting, 7pm start 

16 August 2017 – Annual General Meeting, 7pm start 

 

 

Boulder Municipal Power Station, 1939 

Credit: Aaron Bunch 1995 
http://trove.nla.gov.au/picture/result?q=boulder+municipal+power+station 

A final image from the digitisation project: MG GN 307 1907-05-27 

Mr P Doyle Collins French Chef 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/picture/result?q=boulder+municipal+power+station

